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SELLING POINTS

e  The life of an unconventional woman artist in mid-
twentieth century Aotearoa written by an award-
winning writer

e June Black is one of the artists included in the
Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tamaki exhibition
Modern Women: Flight of Time, which opened 10
August 2024, exploring the influence of women
artists on modern art in Aotearoa

Sheridan Keith is known for her work as a journalist
and fiction writer. Her short-story collection Shallow
are the Smiles at the Supermarket was shortlisted for the )
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize Best First Book, and her June Black (1910-2009) was a painter,

novel, Zoology, won the Montana New Zealand Book ceramicist and writer, who exhibited in 1950s
Award for Fiction 1996. Keith runs Blikfang Art and and ’60s New Zealand. Her work reflected
Antiques in Northcote, Auckland. her interest in existentialism, surrealism and
the theatre of the absurd and challenged a
conservative male-dominated art world, where
she battled for visibility. Sheridan Keith’s
memoir of her mother quotes generously from
the journals Black kept over forty years to
keep track of her reading and art practice and
from her absurdist play The Purple Umbrella.
The result is a story that sizzles with erudition
and humour and gives a rare insight into a
fascinating woman ahead of her time.

June Black

e

Sheridan Keith with her mother June Black’s work.

“Emotional struggle, existential struggle and the struggle to An indispensable book for those who follow New
be creative ... Black brings all of that to the surface, and that ~ Zealand art and its history. It is also a must-read
becomes the subject of her work.” — Julia Waite, Curator, memoir for those who are keen to explore the human
New Zealand Art, Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tamaki spirit, and how it might be passed between generations.”

— Art New Zealand, Number 193 / Autumn 2025
“Undoubtedly my favourite discovery of this exhibition is
June Black ... one has the sense of a truly original mind.”
— Lucinda Bennett on Modern Women: Flight of Time
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