
E XIT .4 5

by Ben Sanders 
Allen & Unwin — $32.99

Ray Vialoux is into the mob for 
$67K, as the habitués of the demi-
monde with which we are dealing 
would probably phrase it. When he 
is shot dead in the first few pages, 
his friend and Sanders’ New York-
based hero, Marshall Grade, finds 
himself wanting to find out who 
dunnit. It may not surprise you to 
know that there is more to all this 
than appears at first glance.

Thrillers, for all the shivers 
they offer, are meant to be 
pabulum. They are the McDonald’s 
of literature. The genre prizes 
reliability over originality. It is 
about box-ticking and button-
pushing rather than genre-bending 
or expectation-defying.

Sometimes they aim a little 
higher, with a metaphor about 
the metaphysics of the story 
and discovery — in this case a 
1000-piece jigsaw of a Jackson 
Pollock painting that Grade, 
making his third outing for 
Sanders, is struggling to complete.

Readers won’t be disappointed.

A SK Y OF WRETCHED SHELLS

by Mark Blackham  
Cuba Press — $25

Beneath the delicately balanced 
surface of Woleai, the atoll that is 
this story’s setting, there lurks . . . 
something. We explore what this 
might be mainly through the eyes 
of Mala, who wants to know more 
about the world. And ever since 
Genesis, characters who want to 
know more have always created 
trouble for everyone around them. 
There are not one but two serpents 
in this Eden — white scientists 
Dune and Adrina who bring with 
them a virus. Ironically, their 
investigations into why the atoll 
enjoys continuous abundance and 
environmental good health while 
the rest of the world is struggling 
put life on Woleai at risk.

With its adroitly managed plot 
in a brief space, the third in Cuba 
Press’s exemplary novella series is 
a climate warning parable dressed 
up in a scenario that HP Lovecraft 
would find congenial.
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