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CRICKET CRAZY
Tom Willard is a cricket-crazy eleven-year-old who lives in Wellington with solo dad, 
Dave, and Archie the dog. He dreams of playing at the fabled Basin Reserve and making 
the junior rep cricket squad, but his prized cricket bat has disappeared and he’s got to face 
Menace Mitchell, “the bowler from hell”.

Just when Tom thinks things couldn’t get any worse, his dad’s dog-hating girlfriend 
moves in. But then he meets Izzy, a star all-rounder, and things start to look up – or do 
they?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Vivienne Bailey is a Kāpiti Coast freelance writer and journalist. Her work has appeared 
in national newspapers and magazines, and her short stories have been published in online 
journals and anthologies including Cloud Ink: A Collection of Voices from Aotearoa New 
Zealand 2019. She is currently writing a historical crime novel.

Formerly a children’s librarian in schools and public libraries, she is part of a cricket-
playing family. Cricket Crazy is her first novel.
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INSPIRATION
Cricket Crazy came together like a giant jigsaw puzzle. Bits and pieces from different times 
or places, often family experiences and sporty stuff like watching my son playing cricket 
for his school, all small (but important) fragments bumbling along, and taking shape in my 
imagination – forming my story.

Most of all it was inspired by a chance remark from that giant of children’s literature, the 
late John McIntyre of  The Children’s Bookshop, Kilbirnie, who commented on the lack of 
sporting stories for children, especially books about New Zealand kids playing sport.

THEMES
•  Sport				   •  Family			   •  School life			 
•  Friendship			   •  Children of solo parents

SPORTING FACTS

Mapping the pitch

Pick a team sport that you enjoy or enjoy to watch. Find out how many players are in 
each team, how many reserves and how many coaches. Find out the positions people play. 
Write the name for each position on a post-it note. 

Draw the playing area on an A3 piece of paper. Draw in any equipment that is used  
e.g. wickets or basketball hoops. Stick the post-it notes where they go at the start of 
the game. 

Nutting out the facts 

Visit www.nzcricketmuseum.co.nz and learn about the history and  
spirit of cricket in New Zealand. There’s also lots of information at  
www.espncricinfo.com Write down the ten facts you find interesting. 

WRITING SPORTS STORIES 

Be a reporter 

Many families have a sporting treasure like Dave’s cricket bat; something 
hidden away in an attic or a cupboard, something they can’t part with. 

Pretend to be a newspaper reporter and interview family members about a sports treasure 
in your family. Record them on your phone or on a digital recorder or take notes on in 
a notebook.  Write up the story as if it is a newspaper article or an article for an online 
news site, describing the treasure as a surprising discovery that has just been made, who 
found it, its history and significance.
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Be a short story writer 

Let your imagination fly.  What is your favourite sport or activity? Pretend to be a 
piece of equipment you need to play the game or do the activity. 

You could be a cricket bat or ball, a set of skis, a pair of swimming goggles, a 
hockey stick or rugby ball. Or maybe a pair of running shoes – this might be a 
smelly life, but you’d go lots of places!

Draw a picture first to help your thinking. 

How do you look? Are you new and sparkling or old and worn? How do you 
function? How might you feel? Are you aching after being bounced hard at the 

last game? Are you ‘limping’ from being ridden hard in a race? Where are you put when 
you’re not being used? 

Remember to use all five senses to describe yourself: sight, sound, hearing, taste and 
touch.  

Give your story a title. 

Be a biographer 

Invite a local sports player to speak to your class about their sport, why they play, how 
long they’ve played, and why they love the game. Take notes.

As a class create a timeline of this player’s cricketing life. 

Write a short biography of the player, including the facts from the timeline and other 
interesting things from your notes. 

Make a timeline of your own sporting life, or use a hobby or something else you love to 
do. Compile all the timelines into a class reference book: ‘Our Sporting Lives’.

Be a report writer 

What is the role of Archie in the story? 

Starter clue: he is Tom’s friend. But what sort of friend? What do they do together? How 
do they get on? Who is in Archie’s ‘bubble’ e.g. his family, his pets? Where do they hang 
out? How do they communicate? How do things change in their friendship? 

Once you’ve worked all this out and made notes, draw a map or a Venn Diagram that 
shows Archie’s life – his important places and people.

Write a title and a caption for it. 
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BEING A FRIEND

Care for your friends and classmates 

Divide into pairs. Discuss what how you would feel if you were sick or away from school 
like Fletcher. What would you like your friends to do to help you feel better? 

Write a plan that has a roster or a list of things you can do for someone you know who 
is sick or away from school or work or from their usual activities. It doesn’t have to be a 
classmate – it could be an older relative. Think about how you can cheer them up or help 
with something they need done eg homework. List times you could text/call or visit. 

Design and draw a ‘Get Well’ card, or write a letter telling them what’s been happening at 
school. You could include some jokes to make them laugh.  

Share your plan with the class.

By yourself, write a letter to someone you care about. Tell them you have been thinking 
about them. Tell them what you’ve been up to. Find out how you can get the letter to that 
person, via mail or email, or dropping it off. Make sure it gets to them!  

BEING AN ANIMAL ADVOCATE

Animal advocates are people who speak up for 
animals because animals can’t speak for themselves 

Get into groups and talk about what Archie means to Tom. Talk 
about the good things a pet brings to you and your family or to 
people you know. Discuss the not-so-good (like a kitten or puppy 
ripping your favourite book to bits). Look at the funny things some 
pets do, like chasing their tails. 

Do you know why people started keeping pets? Can you guess? Do you know where to 
find out?

Talk about what pets need and how some people don’t look after their pets’ needs. Does 
Tom look after Archie? Does he do it well? What about Tom’s dad? Or Tanya? 

Can you find out what the organisations are that look after the rights of animals and 
advocate for them? (SPCA, SAFE etc)

For year 8 students and up:  Divide into pairs to find an article online about mistreatment 
of an animal in New Zealand, a pet or a farm animal. What happened to the person who 
mistreated the animal? Find out what the SPCA does and what its powers are. 


